
Field 
Archery 



The aim of this section of the 
presentation is to give you an 
overview of Field Archery and 
ǎƘƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀǎ ǎŎŀǊȅ ŀǎ 

you may think! 





Field Archery 

Field Archery comes in several forms. The most 
common shot by members of Archery GB/GNAS is 
FITA Field. This is the form that this presentation 

will concentrate on, the others are very similar with 
only minor variations on timing, distances and 

arrows. 
Field Archery is best likened to golf ς groups of 

archers move around the course, shoot one target 
and move on to the next. 



What will you need? 
 
 
 

Everything that you need for a target shoot, you will need 
at a field shoot.  
 
Tape measure (60m) or measuring device.  
 
Stout shoes ï on some courses, trainers might not be 
suitable.  
 
Bow ring (not initially, but could be useful later).  
 
A sense of humour (Field archers are a mad bunch)!  



The Round 

The number of targets in a round depends on the shoot and the space 
available to the organiser. This number though will be between 12 and 24 
and be a multiple of 4 (12/16/20/24). 
 
The FITA round consists of 24 targets. 
 
¢ƘŜ ǊƻǳƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ άǳƴƳŀǊƪŜŘέΣ άƳŀǊƪŜŘέΣ ƻǊ άƳƛȄŜŘέ 
As it suggests, in the unmarked round the distances are unknown. In the 
marked the distances are known. In the mixed round there is a mixture of 
both marked and unmarked targets. 
 
Arrowhead Rounds are equivalent to FITA Star status and must be at least 
24 targets. 

 



The Target 

In field Archery, as in Target, there are different size target 
faces. All sizes are shot within one round. The size of the 
face depends on the distance of the target (see page on 
άǳƴƛǘǎέύ 
There are four sizes of face used: 20cm, 40cm, 60cm, 80cm. 
 
No matter what the size face, the bottom face must be 
15cm from the ground. It must also be 5cm form the edge 
of the butt. 
 
All targets must be as perpendicular to the archer as 
possible (allowing the archer to see the whole target) 



5 cm min. 5 cm min.

5 cm min.80/60cm face 40 cm face 20cm face 

Face set-up on the butt 

The 20cm face columns must be vertical. 
The 40cm should be as close to vertical as possible. 
The only requirement for the 80/60cm face is the 5cm boundary ς so 
small and large butts can be used to increase the judging difficulty. 



Scoring 

1 
2 

6 

3 

4 

5 



The Shot 
Each shot must accommodate all the bowstyles and age groups. 
To do this there will be a number of shooting pegs placed on each shot. 
 
Red pegs are placed for all compound and recurve archers. 
Blue pegs are placed for barebow, traditional and longbow archers. 
Yellow pegs are placed for the cadets. 
White pegs (UK only) are placed for archers under 12. 
 
An easy way to remember is that unless the archer is a junior recurve ς all bows 
ǿƛǘƘ ǎƛƎƘǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘƻƻǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŘ ǇŜƎΦ !ƭƭ άǳƴǎƛƎƘǘŜŘέ ŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘƻƻǘ ŦǊƻƳ 
the blue. 
 
When checking the shot, make sure that it is even for archers on either side of 
the peg. 
Make sure that the shorter archer can see the face ς the white peg archers will be 
small so ensure the peg is not in a dip! 



Shooting the Shot 
There will be a minimum of 3 archers per target, a maximum of 4. 
As soon as the target is safe the 1st 2 archers will approach the peg. 
Archer A on the left, Archer B on the right. 
Both archers shoot together  3 arrows at each target. 
The second detail, CD, then shoot. 
Arrows are collected. 
Move on quickly to the next target. 
Next target, C and D shoot first, AB second 
 
For multiple faces ς who shoots what? 
40cm face    20cm face 
First detail,    First detail, 
Left=top left/Right=top right   Left=column 1/Right=column 3 
Second detail,     Second detail, 
Left=bottom left/Right=bottom right  Left=column 2/Right=column 4 
 
This will vary dependant on the detail on each target. 



The Rules... 

The main rules to grasp for filed archery are in 
relation to: 

Å Safety 
Å Course set-up 
Å Distances 
Å Timing 
Å Equipment 
Å Judging 





Safety. 

As the judge the safety of the course is paramount. This is more 
critical in Field archery as the archers shoot unsupervised. Archers 
can be moving from and to targets whilst other archers are shooting. 
You will never see all of the archers all of the time ς unlike in target. 
You must check that the approach paths and paths from the target 
do not cross any overshoot areas. You must ensure that the shooting 
pegs are not in any overshoot areas. You should ensure that the 
paths are safe and the course can be navigated safely. 
Watch out for public footpaths, boundaries, bridal ways etc. Shots 
should not cross these or shoot directly towards the boundary. 
 
Remember-if in doubt-ASK. Your CoJ or the course organiser will 
know the answers, and if you compromise safety-you compromise 
the sport! 




